
Discussion Concepts for Teachers 

to Help Students Better Understand 

The following discussion points provide you with ways to engage your classroom. 

Use the suggested ideas and questions to help your students 

form their own opinions about the characters, plot, and themes of the novel. 

Vocabulary words and prompts for creative writing assignments follow. 

A Garden on Top of the World
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2. What do you think the main theme of the story is? 

What is the most important thing Jonnie discovers? 

How has climate change impacted the world the characters live in?
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3. Describe the personalities of the main characters: Jonnie, Red, the twins. 

How do the choices the characters make lead to the events that occur? 

How do their lives change as the story progresses?

4. What kind of relationship does Jonnie have with her extended family? 

Compare her relationship with her family to your own. 

Is she more free to express herself than you are, or less free?

5. What do you find most frightening about the future that is depicted in the book? 

What do you think is cool or exciting?

1. Think about the difference between Jonnie's lifestyle in 2066 and ours now. 

Why does she live with people who are so much older than she is? 

What is her home life like? 

How does she attend school? 

Until she meets Red, why doesn't she have any friends? 

A. Key Points
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9. Was the ending of the book sad or hopeful for the future? 

Do you think the predictions for the future as described 

in the story are accurate or exaggerated?

8. How did the author develop Jonnie's point of view? 

Did you agree with Jonnie's perspective on her family? 

On building a garden? 

On all of the events that occurred?

7. Were you surprised to learn about Red's background? 

Why do you think the author kept this information from you until late in the story? 

Did it make you look at the character differently? How so?

6. What do you think about Jonnie's intersex status? 

Why do you think her father encourages her to be a boy? 

Imagine you are Jonnie: what do you think you would choose to be, a boy or a girl?

B. Story, Plot, and Structure
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12. Research the impact of climate change on the global food system. 

What can you and your family do to help? 

Could you eat more local food? 

How about eating less meat? 

Might you grow your own vegetables? 

Join organizations working to make a difference?

11. Compare the impact of climate change on the geography of Greenland to 

what is happening in your own country. 

How is climate change affecting Greenland? 

How is climate change affecting where you live?

10. What did you learn about the future of our food system from Jonnie's story? 

Would you want to eat 3D food? 

What about having your meals delivered by drones? 

What would it be like to leave your life behind to move to a relocation city?

C. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
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16. Write a story about a homeless man, woman, or child. 

Write in first person from their perspective.

15. Read about the life of youth climate activist Greta Thunberg. 

Imagine what it would be like to be a youth climate activist like her; 

describe your philosophy and activities.

14. Write a story about a person living in 2066. 

Write the story from their perspective. What do they eat? 

Where do they live? What do they do for a living? What is the technology like? 

What do they care about? Worry about? Want to change?

13. Write a story about an intersex person who is making decisions about their sexuality. 

Write the story from their perspective.

D. Creative Writing Prompts
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The following terms may be defined and discussed in class:

Intersex

Climate change

Relocation city

Botany

3D foods

3D printers

Antibiotic resistance

Patent

Heirloom seeds

Cryospheric science

Seed banks

Seed libraries

Arboretum

Biodegradable

Zero waste

Climate refugees

Svalbard

Genetically modified seeds

Genetically modified foods

Compost

Vermiculture

Micro-organisms

Humus

Inuit

Agroforestry

Apiary

Pollinator

E. Vocabulary Lessons
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Consider assigning additional eco-literature about global climate change. 

Discuss the global impacts such as recent hurricanes and cyclones, 

floods and droughts, wildfires, and species extinctions. 

Share news stories about environmental activists like Greta Thunberg. 

Ask for ideas about various ways students might help 

contribute to slowing climate change. 

Consider creating a school garden.

NOTE TO TEACHERS:  
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